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ANNCR: 

AMERICA'S ENHANCED RADIATION WEAPON -- THE SO-CALLED NEUTRON 
BOMB -~ HAS STIRRED CONTROVERSY AND MISUNDERSTANDING IN RECENT 
WEEKS. VOA'S RUSSELL DYBVIK TAKES A LOOK AT THE WEAPON IN THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT. 

THE NEUTRON BOMB REALLY I S N ' T A 8SOMB AT ALL. IT'S A 
TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPON DESIGNED TO COUNTER POSSIBLE MASS TANK 
INVASIONS OF WESTERN EUROPE. IT'S DESIGNED TO BE USED AS A 
NUCLEAR WARHEAD ON ARTILLERY SHELLS OR ON AIR-TO-GROUND ROCKETS. 

AMERICAN AND ALLIED MILITARY COMMANDERS HAVE URGED THE 
PRODUCTION AND DEPLOYMENT OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON IN EUROPE. IT 
IS THERE THAT THE WESTERN ALLIES FACE A MASSIVE BUILD-UP OF SOVIET 
TANKS. IT'S ESTIMATED THAT THE WARSAW PACT NATIONS HAVE THREE 
TIMES AS MANY TANKS AS DOES NATO IN EUROPE, 

CRITICS OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON LIKE TO SAY THAT IT KILLS PEOPLE 
BUT NO T TREES. THAT'S SIMPLY N O T TRUE. THE WEAPON IS SMALL. 
IT'S YIELD IS ONE KILOTOM OR LESS -- A KILOTON BEING THE NUCLEAR 
EQUIVALENT OF AN EXPLOSION OF ONE THOUSAND TONS OF TEE-ENN-TEE, 
MODERN NUCLEAR WEAPONS -- AND THOUSANDS ARE DEPLOYED IN EASTERN 
AND WESTERN EUROPE BY THE SOVIET UNION AND UNITED STATES -- HAVE 
A YIELD RANGING FROM ABOUT TWENTY KILOTONS UP TO A HUGE SOVIET 
MISSILE WARHEAD WITH A YIELD OF FIFTY MEGATONS. 

SINCE THE NEUTRON WEAPON HAS A SMALL EXPLOSIVE FORCE -- THE 
BLAST WOULD AFFECT A SMALLER AREA, CAUSING TOTAL DEVASTATION IN 
A RADIUS OF THREE HUNDRED METERS OR SO. EXISTING NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
WOULD INCINERATE EVERYTHING WITHIN ONE KILOMETER OF THE BLAST 


POINT. A SMALLER BLAST ALSO MEANS LESS RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT. THE 
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NEUTRON WEAPON PRODUCES ABOUT TWICE AS MUCH LETHAL RADIATION -- 

AT THE INSTANT OF EXPLOSION -- AS CURRENT NUCLEAR WEAPONS DO. 

THIS RADIATION PENETRATES THE HEAVY ARMOR OF TANKS ~~ KILLING ENEM 
TROOPS INSIDE THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE ESCAPE THE SMALLER BLAST EFFECT 
IN ADDITION, THE RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON 
1S N O LONGER-LIVED THAN EXISTING NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

IT'S ARGUED THAT THE NEUTRON WEAPON'S REDUCED BLAST AND ITS 
EFFECTIVENESS AGAINST MASSED TANK FORMATIONS MIGHT CAUSE AN EARLIE. 
ESCALATION OF A CONVENTIONAL CONFLICT TO THE NUCLEAR LEVEL. 
HOWEVER, EXISTING NATO GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IN AN Y SITUATION ARE EXCEEDINGLY STRICT. ANDO THERE'S VIRTUALLY 
N O CHANCE OF THE ACCIDENTAL OR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF NUCLEAR ARMS OF 
AN Y KIND, 

THE SOVIET UNION HAS DENOUNCED THE NEUTRON WEAPON AS INHUMANE 
AND BARBAROUS. THAT CAN BE SAID OF ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE 
WEST HAS DISMISSED AS A PROPAGANDA PLOY MOSCOW'S PROPOSAL FOR A 
TREATY OUTLAWING THE NEUTRON WEAPON. THE PROPOSAL WAS MADE AT THE 
SAME TIME THE SOVIET UNION IS DEPLOYING ITS NEW S~S TWENTY MISSILES 
THEY ARE EQUIPPED WITH POWERFUL MULTIPLE NUCLEAR \.ARHEADS AND CAN 
~~ AS ONE EUROPEAN DISARMAMENT EXPERT RECENTLY SAID -- INCINERATE 
EVERY CITY IN WESTERN EUROPE. MOSCOW HAS N O T OFFERED TO OUTLAW 
THE S-S TWENTY. 

MISTER CARTER MUST WEIGH THE CAPABILITIES AND INTENTIONS OF 
THE WARSAW PACT...THE ATTITUDE OF THE WESTERN ALLIES TO A WEAPON 
DESIGNED TO DEFEND THEIR TERRITORY AND BE DEPLOYED ON THEIR 
TERRITORY...THE COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON AGAINST 
OTHER ALTERNATIVES...AND HOW IT MIGHT AFFECT DISCUSSIONS AIMED 
AT ARMS LIMITATION AND REDUCTION. THE LACK OF SOVIET RESTRAINT IN 
DEPLOYING ITS NEW S-S TWENTY MISSILE PROVIDES FURTHER COMPLICATION. 
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MISUNDERSTANDING -- AND MISINFORMATION -- HAVE FUELED THE 
ON-GOING PUBLIC DEBATE, IN THE END, THE DECISION WILL BE 
MISTER CARTER'S ALONE. AND IT IS A DIFFICULT ONE. 
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